
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. VI 

Source: Jay E. Adams,  
Handbook of Church Discipline, p. 27  
  

Here is a pictorial presentation of the process  
of discipline laid out in Mt 18:15-17 which 
reads as follows: 
15

 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his  
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,  
you have gained your brother. 

16
 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
 charge may be established by the evidence of two or  
three witnesses. 

17
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it  

to the church. And if he  refuses to listen even to the  
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
  

 
We are now convinced that our first visit to our brother to express and to have him 
respond to our concerns, has been useless; he has refused to listen to us. The next 
step in this process is to go to him with two or three witnesses, in obedience to the 
divine command in Dt 19: 15; see also 2 Cor 13:1; etc.   
 Who are these witnesses?  They are to be persons with an attested maturity in 
the faith.  Among other matters, they are to be known for: their sound knowledge of the 
Scripture; trustworthiness and creditability of character; (leading to their) acceptability by 
others; objectivity in matters of personal relationships; partiality to the truth; ability to 
ensure the privacy of the matter; and so on.  In other words,  these witnesses are to be 
well-known for their faithfulness and responsibility in their service to their Lord in his 
church.  As such, their participation does not hinder but on the contrary, ensures the 
development of this matter in a biblical way to the glory of God.  In summary, their 
integrity is to be outstanding, even impeccable, though they are by no means sinless.  
[Recall the biblical testimony of Job as one who "..  was blameless and upright, one who 
feared God and turned away from evil" Job 1:1.  Indeed, even the Lord God testified of 
him to the Satan saying, "..   there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright 
man, who fears God and turns away from evil?" " v. 8] 
 What is the task of these witnesses?  Their chief responsibility is to bear 
witness to the truthfulness of our charges.  Let us not confined the term witness to mean 
the observers of a particular event.  Certainly this is its primary nuance, however, in our 
context, it is not.  The two or three brothers/sisters are there to witness to the 
veracity of what we are saying.  They are to encourage our brother to admit that he 
has committed a wrong and that he needs to repent of it and seek our forgiveness.  
They are not there to browbeat and intimidate him but to hear both sides of the matter – 
"The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines 
him."  Pro 18: 17 – assuring him of their commitment to address only the facts of the 
matter and to warn him of the gravity of the consequences, including the possibility of 
removal from the church, should the charges be substantiated and should he continue 
in his refusal to respond to them biblically.  At all times, they are to conduct themselves 
with exemplary humility, meekness and love.   
   


